PART 3: Good God?

INTRODUCTION

There’s one question about God that elicits the most emotion, but has no emotionally satisfying
answer. /f God is good, why is there so much suffering in the world? If God were all-powerful, he could
eliminate suffering. If God were loving, he would eliminate suffering. So, is he unable or unwilling?

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1.  Over the past two weeks, you were given the assignment of crafting a simple statement that
answers the question, “Why are you a follower of Jesus?” How did it go?

2 Has anyone ever asked you, “/If God is good, why is there so much suffering in the world?” If so,
how did you respond?

3. Talk about some things you read about or saw on the news this week that reveal the brokenness of
the world. How did you respond to those stories?

4. During the message, Andy said, “The best possible world is a world in which men and women are
free to sin but choose not to.” Do you agree with that statement? Why or why not?

5. Read Romans 8:18-21. Is it difficult for you to believe that one day all of creation will be “liberated
from its bondage to decay and brought into the freedom and glory of the children of God”? Why
or why not?

6. To be able to answer other people’s tough questions about why God allows suffering in the world,
you first have to arrive at some personal conclusions. What is one thing you can do to this week to
answer that question for yourself? How can this group help you?

MOVING FORWARD

We have the knowledge of good and evil. We know things aren’t right in the world. So we resist evil
and injustice around us and in us because our consciences are informed by something outside of us:
God. His image in us. Jesus pointed to a day when what ought to be will be.

CHANGING YOUR MIND

| consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in
us. For the creation waits in eager expectation for the children of God to be revealed.

Romans 8:18-19
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